Can Genetics Help You Find Love? - TIME Seite 1 von 3

HOME | U.S. | POLITICS | WORLD | BIZ & TECH | HEALTH & SCIENCE | ENTERTAINMENT | TRAVEL | PEOPLE | PHOTOS | VIDEO | BEST & WORST LISTS | MAGAZINE

TIME-

U.S.

Main The Page Politics Swampland Real Clear Politics White House Photo Blog  Videos

Can Genetics Help You Find Love? MRETEEETEAT 1M & RECEIVEA FREE GIFT

By SALLY MCGRANE  Monday, Jun. 29, 2009

lllustration by Julien Pacaud for TIME
ENLARGE + @Wj ?
italsigns

»with Dr. Sanjay Gupta

Swine Flu: A Ty
A global pandemic? 4 O%alloy

s
o

PHILIPS

Remember the famous sweaty-T-shirt experiment? When asked to sniff men's Most Popular » Full List »
shirts back in 1995, women who were not on the Pill preferred the scent of men MOST READ  MOST EMAILED
who had certain genes that were more dissimilar to their own. Opposites, the

data suggested, really do attract. The experiment inspired the launch last b %f,‘gtyhvﬁ‘fgjﬁj I‘? pe Crisis: 1in 4 Men Say

p

Iran Update: Mousavi Renews Demands,
Ready for "Martyrdom'

‘Why Some Animals (and People) Are Gay
Obama's Three-Part Case on Iran

Hi Gramps, Here's a Printout of My E-Mails
Are the Wheels Coming Off of Formula One?
On Scene: Among the Protesters in Tehran

A Genetic Link Between Anorexia and Autism?
Year One: Jokes from the Stone Age

10. Apple CEO Steve Jobs had liver transplant

summer of GenePartner.com a Swiss company that uses genetics to predict
whether two people will have butterflies-in-the-stomach chemistry. Already,
partnerships are in the works with both traditional matchmakers and new
online-dating sites, including Sense2Love.com which plans to add genetic

matching by the end of the summer.
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More Related GenePartner is testing only one group of genes: human

o Cue the hucksters: leukocyte antigens (HLAs), which play an essential role
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www.VillanovaU.com asked them whether they find their relationship

Buyalinkhere  passionate, about the quality of intercourse, if it was
love at first sight," says co-founder Tamara Brown. With
genetic data from 270 couples, the company came up with an algorithm for
predicting compatibility based on HLA combinations. "It's something you don't
think about when you're choosing a partner,” the neurobiologist says. "But it's

an important evolutionary principle, to keep the species alive."

GenePartner is offering genetic matching to companies already looking to hook

up people on the basis of important social factors like age, interests and
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geographic location. "We're very accurate with the biological part--predicting b PLaY G emsl o setink M) B MENU

that 'spark," Brown says.

Not everyone is convinced by the science behind the concept. "There's
conflicting evidence as to the extent to which HLA plays a role in what we call
mate choice," says Peter Donnelly, director of Oxford's Wellcome Centre for Ze Frank: That Makes Me Think of...

Human Genetics. But GenePartner is betting that the lovelorn will give it a shot.
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